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Er'" ITH the ndvellat of the crustacean season, wien the
T mollusca pstraedae on the haif-shell “R" Inh sea-
e - #on, and the, macurous decapodons is invitingly

. illsd to make its Fall debut in "a live brofl,” I am called
©  mpon by & falr correspondent to guoté @ poetical allusion
E u\c lobster, and also to give the origin of what was once
F’m famillar saying: "As difficult as to give the first
_ post of the lobster.”
_!' The first of the queries {s somewhat diffleunlt, owing
ibably to my Hmited poetleal repertoire and the meagre
wuon which the poets hdave bestowed upon such &
ﬁ_ow.hr character,
I ean find but one allusion to the lobster In any book
that comes handy, and as it Is not much to the point, might
M‘bly be introduced into a medley of quotations from

- ent:

“1 only know she came and went (Lowell)

" Like troutists in a pool; " (Hood.)
Bhe was a phantom of delight, (Wordsworth.)

* _ And I—was liks a fool. (Bastman.)
‘One kiss, dear mald, T sald, and sighed, (Coleridge.)
Out of thoss lips unshorn! ; (Longreliow.)
She shook her ringlets round her head, (Stoddard.)
And laughed In merry scoro. (Tennyson.)
Closing his heart, the Judge rode on, (Whittler.)
As a lobster might have done. (Hood.)

_The second query regarding the origin of the old phrase,
‘mgs difflcult as to give the first cost of & lobster,”” according
.~ to "Notes and Querles,” ‘originated In the House of Repre-
'-]:'. sentatives during the bitter war over protective tariff be-
: j ~ tween John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson, In 1829,
’ ,,i_," “when the latter was elected In opposition to what was

"*}‘low the Furpiture Was

other authors !or the information of our falr correspond- -
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- “LOBSTER

Bought on Instalments.

'ﬂult story of the housewlife who purchased 375 wnrth
ufmmlture by paying 35 down and the balance at the
rate of 35 per month, but who could have settled the
M for $85 cash, it was required to know just what inter-
l&l she was paying for the use of the money.
!k was =afd that It was a confusing problem for lhe
wqrage person, but who would have thought that it has
mpleuly baffled our corps of puullsts. mathematicians
-.m! expert accountarts, who are supposed to be familiar
 With such ordinafy transiictions? Some went 8o wide of
'ﬁle mark as to claim that the $10 represented interest on
== i lor fifteen months! Others that {t was for fourteen
mnt.ha. .and some that it merged into a guesation of par-
ﬁﬂ payments, which would average for seven months. As

‘Hr

Ha-

‘;; M myself arrayed agalnst an army of mathematicians

G JI—} plis:‘.llsts. who solve this problem according to estab-
tules, 1 wish to say that I do not consider it & ques-

-l A m of alg=bra or mathemuatics, but a buslness transacuuu

P-Vu analyzed by the facts in the case.

w__tarm called for a cash payment of $5 down to be-

with, thr.-n the purchaser may complete the transactlon

rﬁpun' would have to pay $10 %or ghe use of that $60, so let
e how long she has the use of it. She has $60 for one
m for the next month, $50 for the next, $46 for the
tr $40 for the next, $35 for the next, $30 for ths next, $25
fie riext, $20 for the next, then $15, $10 and 35, making in
for one month, for the use of which she [s now to pay
hich would be at the rate of $120 for a year, which
d be paying Interest at the rate of 30.788-+per cent for
ﬁl of the money, which Is the correct snswer to thé
lemi from a business standpolnt. Take he sums de-

>‘. L ereasing from $30 down to $6 and computing one month's in-
I ‘on each at 30.765+per cent Interest and It will amount
which the pufchaser then has to pay for not hav-
down that $60 spot eash. The question at the time

"~ ANTIQUARIAN,

E is a sketch of what ap-
pears to be & very

THE PUZZLE THAT BAFFLED THE

Many guesses as tp the menning:

of the twe last payments of this §10 Interest doea not con-
cern the problem, which was to determlne what rate of In-
terest the purchaser pays for the use 6f the money. $390
for one month Is equal to $32.50 for & whole year, the in-
terest on which at 30.76%+interest would amount to $10.

The problem was based upon an ordinary business
transaction, as practiced In every city of the United States
and with which every one Is supposed to be famillar. The
question has opften been asked and as often answered In
the press, and yet none of our puzzlists solved It properly,
and T have never seen the correct answer published. These
things occur frequently,

THE SILK PROBLEM '
ANSWER. :

.wn:i; expln.lned how the silk
manufacturers have Introduced
the cugtom of selling sllk thread

by length and strength, irrespective of
welght or bulk, 80 as to prevent adul-
teration, It was asked: Which Is the
cheapest, to buy 730 yards of 9 pound
strength thread for $1, or 975 yards of
8 pound strength thread for $1.25? It ,
was explajned that the strength meant
that the thread would be able to sus-
tain that number of pounds weight
wlithout breaking.

It seems to be Just as contrary LINGS,
to the rulées of mathematics to
multiply the yards by, the hum-

ber of pounds as It would be to at-
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THE ORIGINAL LOBSTER CATCHERS RECEIVE AS MUCH FOR SIX DOZEN
LOBSTERS AS THEY GET LOBSTERS FOR THIRTY—TWO SHIL-

THE PROBLEM, THEREFORE, REMAINS AS OF

YORE, WHAT IS THE FIRST COST OF A LOBSTER?

PROBLEM

This Puzzle  Will Inte

Every Young Man Witk
Ever Bought Lol)%rP'i
and Every Girl Who Ev:
Ale. One.

known as the “American system."”

During a debate regarding the placing of a tax upon the
firat cost of raw material a Representative of one of the
Eastern States wisted to know how they wonld ecaleulat
the first cost of the lobster, which was doubtless an in !
portant branch of Eastern commerce, and the phrase t !
came one of rldicule against the protectionists. e

Having mastered the historical features of the pmb‘le‘
let us now, discuss the puzzle, which ssems to have ;'-?
malned unanswered for nearly three-quarters of a centur
which is to get at the first cost of a lobster. The informa-"%
tlon cannot be obtained In the ordinary way, because thelr
vocation makes the dealers sell-fishi (N, B.—That 1s a joke),
80" they give nothilng away,

* Al I ecould @lscover was contained In the fact that the
orlginal lobster catchers receive as much for six dozen
lobslers a5 they get lobstérs for thiriy-two shillings. The
problem, therefore, remalins as of yore, What 18 the flrst
cost of a lobster? A ]Ilrl‘i.l? of $ will be paid for the best
answer recelved within (womweeks, BAM LOYD, New York

Journal,
e et et et e

A VERY PUZZUNG REAL ESTATE DEAL.

A

MAN and his wife agroed to ‘purch.se a house with
thelr joint money, but when It came to the gues-
tlon of takKlng the property, whlich was to cost

$1,200, the wife insisted that the title should be made in

her name, whereupon the hushand got angry and sald: “If
you will loan me two-thitds of your money I will have
just enough te' buy the property myself.” “1I will do no
such thing," replied the good wife. *“Il was agreed that
the house wag to be mine bBut if you will eontribate three-

quarters of what maney you have I will furnish the rest.”
The quecgtion I8 to tell just how much each of them had.
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Answer to the Problem of ¢
N the fable of the precoclous chicken which felt that It
I was hatched with a mission to reform things and to
become an agitator, or more probably a broiler, the
problem of the puzzle was contdined In the concluding
lines, when It asks:
“What chance have I—in a brood of twenty—
To get a bite? Though smart as any two!”
when, as subsequently explained, the ronster clalms a roy-
alty of one-half for scratching, and the hen a half of
the remainder for hatehing, which leaves jist' tweénty-five
out of every hundred to be divided among the “brood of
twenty.” Our lttle agnostle friend, however, claims to be

AN RGE RIDDLE IN
RHYME.

ERE is an vdd little place of dog-
gerel which sppeared In the
Gentleman’s Magazine a Hun-

H

dred and fifty vears ago, which gdve

rise to considerable discussionl’ Caor-
respondents seem to have been protty
evenly divided between those who
claimed that there were sgeveral an-
swers and such as maintalned that the
problem was unsalvible:
When' first the marriage Knot was tled
Betwizxt my wife and me
My e dld bers s far exceed
As three tlmes three does three;
Rut when ten yeprs and Malf ten years
We man and wife had been,
fer dage cotie up ns venr tomine

temnt to multiply $10.50 by $2.90, and
yet we are compelled to multiply some-
thing "by something else desplte the
mathematical professors to the con-
trary, for 750 yards of 9 pound strength

$L.25, or 6.240 units

represanting 6,730 units of strength for
31, while 475 yards of § pound strength
would be 7,800 units of strength for

B0 the 9 pound thread
HﬂHW++++~Hﬂ++w+ﬂ+m+¢++¢+ww+u-+¢++++++++++++++¢+++++¢H+H+H-H-++++++H»+-H-+f+fo4-+++++++++++++++H+++¢+¢+H++H+H+++++++++H+f++++++++"+¢++++++-H++++H++¢H-

NO 4—THE WHAT*HAPPENED SERIES—

CUT UP THE FIGURES AND REARRANGE AND PASTE THEM AS YOUR FANCY SUGGESTS,
ICAL CONCEPTION WILL BE REWARDED WITH A PRIZE OF $5.

ANSWEY
mathematiclans or
atternpted to
akeln.

ol strength for 31,
Is a5 much

cheéaper as 6,750 exceeds 6,240, The for-
mer {8 7 &8 per cent cheaper, which
was not given by any of our
sllk merohants who
unravel

YOUR PICTURE MUST REPRESENT
WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE AUTOMOBILE GOT MIXED UP WITH THE FARMER, THE POQULTRY AND

As twlre four I8 to slxteen,
Now, tell me, Captaln David Gray, 1 pray,
WkEat were our sges on the weddlug day?
(Iavid firay was a noted writer on
mathematical subjects who lved at
that time,)

thiz= puzzling

FOR BOYS
AND GIRLS.

THE MOST COM-

without an

N

O puzzle eollection is complete

of the Surprised @hick.

as “smart as any two,” which led some of our mathemat-
leal friends into the error of thinking that he would get
two twentleths of twenty-five, and who gave thelr answers
accordingly.

Out of every 84 worme caught the rooster would get 42
the hen 21, the Irrepressibile little reformer' 2, and each of
the nineteen others bul 1. The answer therefors would he
2 worms ot of every 84, or 1 out of every 42, which would
glve but hall a worm to each of the other Hifle chleks, Bev-

"~ eral puzzlisie are to be complimented upon discovering the

trick of the problem, and I shull divide the prize between
the followlng two rvorrespondents for the clever way of de-
gcribing the two answere, MRS WILLIAM FINK, of Le-
moyne, Pa., says: 3
“The Uttle dlscontented chicken would merely get his due,
For In the share of good things le gets one ln forty-two,
Where Puter's balves and Mater's goarters -
Left ten and onelalf for sons and danghters.
This chick, who ate Hke two, would run
And make thelr shares llke tweniy-on-
Then, slyly, with bls worm; he'd Jauzh,
For the slower ehitks would get Lut half”

GORDON GORDON, a letter carrler of Trov N.
speaks as follows for the rest of the brood:
“Of chlekens all there were twenly two.
Counting Daddy and onr Mother, '
All wippy os larks which sing In the sky,
Exceptlng our one sgelfish Lrather.
For when we were fed with good things to eat,
Daddy, for hls ghare, took lalf of the meat,
Diviglng the rest, lo two plles so nioat,
Why, what was our cliance with that brother,
Who always got two while we got o) e?
His two and our nitetesn made tWeniy-one,
And as dnd got the sime, go what eoulll we do,
And so dad got the same, g0 whiat conl! we do,
As twiee forty-two Is 1o all elghty furf? -
He got just two out ef that, and no' mope.™
which answer tallles wlth the other as far as worms are

conecerned.

HOW THE EGYPTIAN WOMAN SAVED

HER CHILD.

had to glve hack the ehild, and If he

iltustration of the @id mnot gceept the proposition he

tombstone, which for several

i3
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aries hag puszzied the good citizens
Littlewick Meadow, & pretty rural
in Surrey, just away from Lon-

y attempts have been mads by
gucslans and archaeologists
: the {nseription, which by
. %as been ascribed to the
- early Normons,

ALL THE FIGURES IN THE ORIGINAL PICTURE MUST BE USED IN THE RE-ESTABLISHED

paradoxleal ;-roblems_. based up-
on false reasoning or logic, aseribed to
the ancient Greek and Hgyptian phil-

ancient based upon the Norweglan, Scandina-
vian and French words, have been THE 'DOG.
made according to anelent writers, but
Iit' hag fallen to the lot of a distin- GREATION'
guished puzzlist, who has recently = s

taken up his residence In Littlewlck
Meadow, to prove that there it an easy
and simple translation to the puzzle.
How many ef our clever wits can solve
the problem by glving & perfect and
satisfactory reading, which will t.-,-'rl
the solver when he has mastered the
mystery. It not only gives a satisfae-

ta enswer to the puzele, whlch shows
that the noted archaelologians have
been on the wrong track, but It also
giveg an approximate date of the writ-
ing of the {nscription which conforms
to the requirements of an dld English
law, now Ghsolete.

As the puzzls really possesses no
difficulty whatevar, I shall expect
many answers from our young ?friends,
while at the same time I remind the
children of an older growth that these
stmple puzzies are utilized in deciding
the awards, when there are tles upon
the more difficult problems, so. they

under

osophers; =0 we wlll take as a sample
that well-known story of the crocodile
that lost a gond meal by playing smart,
generally aceredited to Aesop,

He tells How a croeodile which had
just swallowed & nurse mald and was
preparir}g {4 eal the chilg as & finish-
ing relish to a cfptal meal, was ad-
dressed by the fpantic Bgwptian moth-
er, who promied to give two plump
lrtle slaves oy the morrow if the croc-
odile would zpare her child.

“Couldry think of such a proposl-
tlon,” s#i@ the cruel monster, “‘but I
will tel) you what T will do. T will
agree ty return the kid if you will men-
tion ayy proposition which I could not
accelt it 1T wanted tn.”

It wags a very common thing for ani-
majs to converse Ih those days and, ac-
fording to Aeson, they were very pune-
tilious about keeping their words, so
the conceited crocodile had to admit
that he was faiply cornered when the

had better resume their custom of
ine ‘In sight.

THE MILLER AND HIS TOLL.

mother execlalmed: “Then I propose
that you give me back my child."”
It he accepted the proposition he

would not be fulfilling his boastful of-
fer antd would be compelled to restors
the ehild according to the terms of his
agreement. The moare he looked at It
the more hig eves got twisted, which
accounts for crocudiles belng s0 cross-
ayved,

This can hardly be lgoked upon as a
puzzle which calls for an explanation
or answer, and yet ft is Interesting »
ns helpg the original of a spacies of =
paragoxieal Jlogic upon which many
verplexing querles have baen based.
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£ our grammuir school scholaps

ire somewhnt rusty dafter thelr

long Sumiier vacstion and may'

want @ liftls exerviss to put a working

edga o thelr wits, I will ask them to

solve the fellowing little mental prab-
lem:

A eertain miller takes for
tenth of the meal or flour ‘he grinds
fiom the graln the farmers bring ta
him, What qugntity must he gwind ip
order that a cuftomer may have ju,st
a bushel of msal &fter the toll has been
‘taken?

“toll” one-

. A RM.DALL. of Phoebus, Va., P. O.
Box 974 ls.the Winner of No. 3 of
tho ’What-}slnppened Series.  The
P"‘&:e Is Herewith Given.

IMING to illustrate the wvarious
A phasss of puzzledom, so as to
interest all in the praectice of
solving and originating every man-
ner of problem, it I8 well at times
to take a look al some of the old-style
puzzies, which in thelr day were ac-
counted as belng exceptionally clever, -
Here Is the way that an ingenious
puzzlist wonld write the name of a pop-

¥ ;5 -
ular nuvel 50051000E,
SOOSEIOOOE.
What was the name of the book?




